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SUBJECT: TEACHERS' UNION LEADERS FINALLY RELEASED 

1 . THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT REDUCED ON SEPT. 7 THE 
SENTENCES OF NATIONAL TEACHERS' UNION (UNE) LEADERS MANUEL 
ANTON VELEZ AND JULIO AYALA SERRA TO THE TIME THAT THEY 
HAVE ALREADY SERVED. ANTON, THEN PRESIDENT OF UNE, AND AYALA 
WERE SENTENCED BY A GUAY AS POLICE COURT IN AUG. 1977 TO TWO 
YEARS IN PRISON FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP OF THE MAY- JUNE 1977 
TEACHERS' STRIKE, WHICH THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED ILLEGAL. 

UNE WAS DEPRIVED OF ITS LEGAL STATUS AT THAT TIME. 

2. THE ANTON-AYALA CASE DREW THE INTEREST OF NUMEROUS 
ECUADOREAN AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS AND AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL. 

THE RELEASE OF ANTON AND AYALA WAS OBTAINED AFTER TONY 
DIBLASI, AFT REPRESENTATIVE, WHO HAD VISITED ANTON AND AYALA 
IN PRISON SEVERAL TIMES, PERSUADED THEM TO SIGN A TELEGRAM 
TO THE MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT SOLICITING THEIR RELEASE. 

THEIR REFUSAL TO MAKE SUCH A REQUEST WAS ONE OF THE 
REASONS FOR THEIR FAILURE TO SECURE AN EARLIER RELEASE. 

3. WITH THE RELEASE OF ANTON AND AYALA THERE ARE NO 
POLITICAL PRISONERS IN ECUADOR - FOR THE MOMENT. 
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